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Dear Concerned Citizen:

The Proposed Revisions to Grazing Regulations for the Public Lands Draft Environmental
Impact Statement is enclosed for your review. The draft analyzes the environmental effects
of proposed revisions as well two alternatives, including no change to the regulations. Your
comments and views on the proposed changes, as well as your advice on the accuracy and
adequacy of the analysis, would be most helpful.

The proposed changes recognize that public land grazing has its roots in the settlement of the
West. Communities and families still rely on a combination of public and private lands to sustain
the rural landscapes and open spaces. Many changes have been made in livestock grazing
management and practices to improve the health of the public rangelands since the passage

of the Taylor Grazing Act in 1934 and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act in 1976.
The changes outlined in the enclosed document are another important step forward to improve
grazing, drawing upon the lessons learned since the previous revisions eight years ago.

The intent of the proposed revisions is to improve working relations with permittees and lessees,
protect the health of the rangelands, and increase administrative effectiveness and efficiency.

Since March 2003, we have met with many individuals and groups on these draft revisions and
received more than 8,300 comments on them. The high level of public interest and involvement
has been useful in helping us develop the proposed changes. By placing a greater emphasis on
cooperation and consultation, more sustainable progress in the health of public rangelands should
be realized. Your ideas and input on the best approach for meeting the goals listed above can
further improve grazing on public lands throughout the West.

We encourage you to submit comments using our interactive Web-based “ePlanning” system at
http://www.blm.gov/grazing. If you do not have internet access, please mail your comments to:
Director (220), Bureau of Land Management, Eastern States Office, 7450 Boston Boulevard,
Springfield, VA 22153, Attn: Revisions to Grazing Regulations DEIS. You may also deliver
your comments to: 1620 L Street, NW, Suite 1075, Washington, D.C. 20036, Attn: Revisions to
Grazing Regulations DEIS.

Thank you for your time, attention and thoughts on the Proposed Revisions to Grazing
Regulations for the Public Lands.

/ Sincerely,

Kathleen Clarke
Director
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Abstract

Proposed Revisionsto Grazing Regulationsfor the Public Lands
Environmental Impact Statement
Draft (X) Final ()
The United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

1. Typeof Action: Administrative (X) Legidative ()

2. Abstract: The BLM is proposing to revise grazing regulations for the public lands, 43
CFR Part 4100, Grazing Administration—Exclusive of Alaska. The proposed revisions
are intended to improve working relations with permittees and lessees, to protect the
health of the rangelands, and to increase administrative efficiency and effectiveness,
including resolution of legal issues. The grazing regulations govern all public lands that
have been identified as suitable for livestock grazing. These lands presently include
approximately 160 million acres in the western United States. This Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) is a national-level, programmatic EIS that documents the
ecological, cultural, social, and economic effects that would result from implementing
the proposed regulatory changes. Also analyzed in this DEIS are the projected effects of
continuing under the existing regulations (the "no action" alternative) and a "modified"
alternative that reflects several modifications to the proposed action.

3. For further information, contact: Molly S. Brady, Bureau of Land
Management, 202/452-7714.

4, Comments on the DEIS must be received no later than 60 days after the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) notice of availability (NOA) is published in the Federal
Register. Comments are to be submitted electronically using the BLM's
"ePlanning” Web-based public comment system. You may access ePlanning at
http://www.blm.gov/grazing/. If you do not have access to a computer, comments
may be mailed to: Director (220), Bureau of Land Management, Eastern States Office,
7450 Boston Boulevard, Springfield, Virginia 22153, Attn: Revised Grazing
Regulations DEIS. Y ou may deliver your comments to: 1620 L Street, NW, Suite 1075,
Washington, D.C. 20036, Attn: Revisionsto Grazing Regulations DEIS.

Comments on the DEI'S should be as specific as possible and address the adequacy of the
DEIS or the merits of the alternatives discussed, or both.
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